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In this book Jaime Breilh and
Ylonka Tilleria, researchers at
the Universidad Andina Simén
Bolivar, Ecuador, have docu-
mented the acceleration both of
wealth concentration and of dis-
possession that have taken place
during the past two decades of
aggressive neoliberal structural
adjustment policies and counter-
revolutionary conservative
“reform” in Ecuador. To do this,
they have used science as a criti-
cal tool, employing hard facts
examined with a multidimen-
sional lens. The resultant critical/
social essay lays bare the devas-
tating consequences of these
policies on human health and the
environment.

Their book offers two main
contributions. First, we learn
how the Ecuadorean government
(1990-2006) redefined public
health policies, responding to the
demands of the World Bank’s
neoliberal structural adjustment

policies. Second, epidemiologi-
cal mapping of the Ecuadorian
population demonstrates a close
connection between ill health and
the environmental damage that
resulted from these same World
Bank policies.

The authors also highlight the
lack of health information avail-
able from the government. They
call on governmental bodies,
professionals, and academics to
develop reliable health indicators
that would support research and
decision making.

This book provides important
information to those seeking to
understand health during the
golden years of structural adjust-
ment in Ecuador as well as other
countries. During the period of
neoliberalism, from 1990 to
2006, there was a persistent re-
treat in the right to health. By
highlighting the consequences of
this, the book seeks to avoid
problems which arise when
health management remains lim-
ited by functionalist approach

advocated by the World Bank.
The book provides a wake-up
call for all those working on an
alternative health project. As
such, it is mandatory reading for
critical thinkers in the fields of
health services and social medi-
cine.
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